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Youth Voting: Why It's Important to Start in K-12
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What We Do

*Who
participates?
Votes?

* What are their
experiences?

* What do they
do after?

CIRELE

* Equitable
representation

* Diverse Youth
Voices

* Thriving
Communities

Jonathan M. Tisch
Tufts College of Civic Life



Quick Chat: What do you hope
to get out of this session?



Objectives

By the end of this session, you will have:
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Considered data to help support you in prioritizing
teaching about elections and voting this fall
Reviewed recommendations and TFDA resources for
Implementing civic learning in your institution

Drawn on the experiences of others in planning next
steps

Grounding & Introductions

Lessons and Resources from the Research

. Lessons and Resources from the Field

. Lessons and Resources from One Another

Moving Forward




Four Corners
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participating in and teaching about
elections




MY THS

A Youth voting has been
declining for decades.

A Young people are apathetic.
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Myth #1: Youth voting has been on a declin

Presidential Elections Have Seen More Up and Down

Historical Youth Voter Turnout: 1972-2018
The estimated percentage of eligible young citizens, ages 18-29, who voted in each national election.
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Myth #1: Youth voting has been on a decline

While Midterm Youth Turnout Had Been Fairly Static,

It Surged in 2018

Youth Voter Turnout (Ages 18-24) in Midterm Elections, 1974-2018

Each highlighted year represents the first midterm in election in which members of each generation made up most or all of the age 18-24 voting eligible cohort:
1974: Baby Boomers

1990: Generation X

2006: Millennials

2018: Generation Z
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CIRELE Tufts University Tisch College - CIRCLE
Source: CIRCLE analysis of Census Current Population Survey, 1974-2018
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Millions of Youth Are Engaged, Seeking Ways to Make

Change
Exclusive Poll: Young People and the 2020 Election

Youth Ready to Seize .
Youth Take to the Streets Strong Preference for Biden

A83% believe young people A27% of young people say ABy a staggering 34-point

have the power to change they have attended a margin, 58% of youth

the country march or demonstration support Biden, compared to
in 2020 24% for Trump

A6O0% feel |ike theyodore part of

a movement that will vote to ABig increase from the 2016 ADriven by youth of color;

express its views (5%) and 2018 elections only 23 pt. margin among
(16%) White youth

A79% say the COVID-19

pandemic has helped AYoung women of color A18% of youth say they

them realize that politics more likely to protest than would prefer to vote for

impacts their everyday other youth another candidate

lives
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Youth Voting Rate hy College Experience

Data points represent the size of gap in turnout among eligible 18-29 year olds and those who are 30 and older.

— Voting among 18-29with Any College == Voting among 18-29 with No College
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A Young people ignore ways to participate
and find out about elections.

A Young people choose not to vote.
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Myth #3: Young people ignore ways to fin
Top 8 Ways Youth Hear About the 2020 Election out about elections

The percentage of young people in each age group who said they have seen or heard information about the election from each source

W Ages18-21 || Ages 22-29

Family

61% .
Young people hear about elections

Friends or roommates from a wide variety of sources

58%

News website
57

And trusted relationships matter a
great deal

Instagram

Online streaming video (e.g. YouTube, Netflix, etc.)

52%

Network or public television
49%

Twitter
46%

Facebook
45%

Note: Our survey asked about other sources of election information; a selection is shown here.

CIRELE Tufts University Tisch College - CIRCLE
Source: CIRCLE/Tisch College 2020 Pre-Election Youth Poll




The Youngest Eligible Voters Turn Out at the Lowest Rates

The percentage of eligible voters in each age group who cast ballots in each election

B Ages18-20 | Ages18-29
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Source: CIRCLE analysis of Census CPS November voting supplement
Chart: Alberto Medina

AFrom #Parkland to the Polls: Teen Activism and Youth Voting i



https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/parkland-polls-teen-activism-and-youth-voting-2018

Myth #4: Young people choose not to vote

AND EVEN IN A YEAR WHEN YOUTH
TURNOUT/ENGAGEMENT WAS HIGH
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Myth #4: Young people choose not to vote

Cont act Matter s, but some ar e

Campaigns didnodot reac
new or newly eligible voters in 2018

18-19 year olds were less likely to be
reached and cast ballots, especially those
in high school

Young people not on campuses or without
college experience are less likely to be
contacted
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Clear Information and Accessible Opportunities Needed in

2020

Exclusive Poll: Young People and the 2020 Election

Black Youth and Youth of
Color Hit Hardest

Lack of Information about
Mail-In Voting

Inequities in Information about
Online Voter Registration
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The Power of the Youth Vote: 2016 Battlegrounds

In Key States, Young People Cast Many More Votes than the Margin of Victory in the 2016 Presidential Race

| Presidential Margin of Victory in 2016 [ Votes Cast by Young People
Michigan
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Pennsylvania
Minnesota
Arizona
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Colorado
lowa

North Carolina
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CIR€LE Tufts University Tisch College - CIRCLE
Source: Margin of victory from official election results; youth votes cast from Catalist voter file
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Youth Electoral Significance Index

circle.tufts.edu/yesi2020
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